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SEAMAS AND FRANCES 

Seamas Connolly, one of Ireland's best known fiddle players, and Frances Campbell, of the McCoy School of Danc­
Ing, who were married in Belfast recenlly . _ ..... _._.--.._._ ... --.. ------_ ...... _.--... -._.--. ... _ .. _._ ...... _ ...... _-_.--. ... _ ...... __ .. ----..... __ .. _--_ .. _._---_ .. ----_ .. _ .. _ ..... __ .--.----------------.. ------. 

Dr. Petrie 
on Irish Music 

George Petrie , LL.D. , the eminent archaeologist , 
artist , and writer on Irish antiquities, to whose pen 
and pencil Ireland owes much , was born in Dublin 
i n the year 1789. After a busy , an honoured , and 
a useful life , he exp ired in the same city on the 17th 
of January , 1866. Hi s name is best known In con­
nection with his celebrated essay on the Round 
Towers of Ireland ; but his writings on ancient Iri sh 
.architecture , Pagan and Christian remains , monu­
ments, inscriptions, and kindred subjects , were very 
numerous and of great value. He was a great lover 
of the ancient musi c of Ireland . the �p �e�c �u�l �i�~ �H� beau· 
l ies of which he well underslood ; and he formed a 
large collection 01 airs noted down by himself in 
the course of his various tours through the coun· 
try . from the sing ing or the playing of the old 
people-airs which , but for such care, might ere 
long have been utterly lost. A full and highly in­
terestinQ account of the li fe and labours of this 
distinguished Irishman , f6rming one large volume , 
'has been published by Messrs. Longman, Green 
and Co.; the editQr , who has accompli shed his task 
with great ability , being Dr. Stokes , of Dublin , who 
was an intimate and va lued friend of Dr . Petrie . 
The follow ing passage from one of Dr. Petrie ' s 
letters, published in that volume. will show how 
warmly he felt on the subject of the ancien t and 
neglected music of our land ;-

Time will roll on and carry on its wings 
the arts and luxuries of a new civilisation , 
obliterating all the memorials of the old 
world, all the natural strength and freedom 
B.nd tenderness that belonged to man in his 
s'mpler and in his less artificial state, and 
which he has expressed in his works. But 
the depths of feeling that are expressed 
in the natural works of man in this state of 
imperfect civilisation , and particularly in 
the original music which comes direct 
from the heart, untrammelled by rules, will , 
however simple, possess charms of a more 
lasting and touching kind to those who re­
tain the pure simplicity of man 's nature, 

�~ �h�a�n� the finest works produced by the 
brain or the fancy of the most skillful mu­
sician of a cold and artificial age. 

MUSIC OF THE PEOPLE 
T he music of Ireland has hitherto been 

the exclusive property of the peasantry­
the descendants of the ancient inhabitants 
of the country. 

It is characteristic of their ardent and 
;mpassioned temperament, and expressive 
of the tone of feeling that has been for 
oge3 predominant. The upper class are 2. 
ci �~ �e �r �e�n�t� race - a race who possess no 
national music ; or, if any, one essentially 
ji f'e rent from that of Ireland. 

They were insensible to its beauty, for 
it breathed ' hot their feelings; and they re­
:3igned it to those from whom they took 
everything else , because it was a jewel of 
;vhose worth they were ignorant. He, 
therefore, who would add to the stock of 
I ir..h melody must seek it , not in the halls 
of the great, but in the cabins of the poor. 
He must accept the frank hospitality of the 
p3asant's humble hearth , or follow him as 
he toils at his daily labours; but he must 
choose a season to do so - unlike the 
frightful Summer of 1822-when even 'the 
song of sorrow' was only heard embodied 
with the song of death! 

It is a great error to suppose that all 
the valuable meiodles in Ireland have been 
gathered . I am satisfied-and I speak from 
.:!xperience, having for very many years 
;)een a zealous labourer in this way-I am 
satis fied that not the half of the ancient 
music of the country has yet been saved 
from the danger of extinction . What a loss 
wOCild these be to the world! How many 
moments of the most delightful enjoyment 
wou ld be lost to thousands upon thous­
c.nds, by the want of those most deeply 

touching strains. Dear music of my coun­
try! I cannot speak of it without using the 
language of enthusiasm; I cannot think of 
it without feeling my heart glow with ten­
derness and pride! Well may Ireland exult 
in the possession of such strains; but she 
will exult more when freedom shall bid her 
indulge the proud feelings that of riQht be­
long to her! 

ROOT OF ALL GENIUS 
If the character of a people were to be 

judged by its national music-and is there 
a truer criterion? - where, in the world , 
would there be found a people of more 
intense sensibility-that sensibility , which , 
though it may, in its unconfined expansion , 
often exceed the limits within which cold 
prudence would confine it, is still the root 
of all genius, and the source of every 
generous feeling! 

Could we suppose a being of another 
planet to come down to live among the 
inhabitants of this , ignorant of every lan­
guage but music-that language of the 
heart-what strains would allure him like 
those of this green island? In what region 
would he be addressed with such eloquent 
language, whether of gaiety or tenderness, 
of sorrow or of joy, as in this bright land of 
sono? 

A!as for those who are insensible to its 
beauty! It is among them that the dull and 
ungenerous bigots will be found who 
spread poison in the land which they 
th read. Could music penetrate their stony 
he,arts, the melodies of Ireland would make 
them weep for the ill they were the means 
of perpetuating on this unhappy island ; and 
they would embrace that ill-treated people 
with a ge:lerous affection, anx ious to make 
reparati on for p2.St injuries . 
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CHANGING THE ORIGIN OF OUR REELS-(8y Leo Rowsome). 

/' ~ ............ -..:". 

Our traditional way of playing reels has in some cases been altered by changing the last two bars , by omitting the original ending of ei 
part and substituting or borrowing the last two bars of an entirely different reel. I give an example above where the ending of each ~ 
of the Congress Reel has been substituted by the last two bars of the Hunter's Purse Reel. It is clearly shown that the original ending of I 
Congress Reel on the second stave (underneath) in each part has been entirely omitted by most of our leading performers and by our C 
Bands. Let us not alter the structure of any reel by changing or borrowing from some other ·tune , but let . us improve by embellishments. 

I shall have further examples of a similar nature in the next issue of "Treoir." 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Letter of Appreciation 

Dear Sir, 

13, Longhurst Road, 
Croydon , 

Surrey. 

Recently I paid my first visit to a Fleadh 
sponsored by Fulham Branch. It was held 
in Cecil Sharpe House, which is , as many 
will know, situated near Regent's Pk., Lon­
don, and provides the ideal setting for a 
Fleadh . 

It was indeed a revelation to me, born 
in this country of Irish parents, to hear and 
enjoy so much the beautiful melodies of 
Ireland on pipes, flute, fiddle , accordion, 
etc. The prinCipal compet itions were held 
in the main hall, the ballads and miscel­
laneous competitions being held in the 
smaller halls downstairs. Simultaneous 
'sessions,' which are a characteristic and 
important feature of every Fleadh, came 
alive practically everywhere! 

Of great interest also was the music 
l ibrary and bookshop, and many avalJed 
themselves of the opportunity to browse 
through the comprehensive stock of rare 
publicat ions and records which were on 
sale. 

Britain Chairman , C.C.E., and well known 
in traditional music circles in England and 
Ireland. In his opening address he wel­
comed everyone on behalf of. the Council 
of Britain Fleadh Committee and light­
heartedly pointed out that as we had not 
come to listen to him making a speech he 
would not weary us in his attempt to do 
so! Continuing on a more serious note he 
S'lid that the number of people in atten­
dance alone had a pleasing significance 
and was more than ample reward for the 
Committee's efforts in fostering love and 
interest in Irish music. He then paid spe­
cial tribute to the many youngsters taking 
part in the competitions and congratulated 
their parents in encouraging them, adding 
that it was even more commendable in 
such a large city as London, with the lure 
of its many counter-attractions, and made 
the point that the youngsters were after all 
the future custodians of the music which 
was being promoted at the Fleadh. 

Mr. Hynes also spoke of his recent visit 
to Congress in Dublin and of the warm wel­
come extended to him and fellow dele­
gates from Liverpool. namely Miss McAn­
drew and also tireless Secretary of the 
Council of Britain, Mrs. Kit Hodge; and 
said that the C.C.E. was now firmly estab­
lished as a national organisation publish­
ing a bi-monthly paper and Annual. 

Speaking at the official opening of the My Hynes praised the work of the Fleadh 
Fleadh was Mr. John Hynes, Council of Committee and in particular Chairman, Wm 

Sullivan and Mrs. Sullivan , the Somers 
brothers, K. Taylor, D. Landers and daugh­
ter Geraldine, all of whom strove year 
after year to make the event such a tri­
umph . In extending a welcome to those 
from Liverpool and Birmingham, he spoke 
of their many successes at competitions 
in Ireland in previous years and of their 
enthusiasm and devotion. 

A surprise visitor to the festival was 
Tommy McCarthy, popular former Chairman 
of Fulham Branch, who had travelled all 
the way from Kerry for the occasion. He 
received a rousing cheer when welcomed 
by Mr. Hynes, who commented on the 
great work this man had done for the 
Branch in the past. 

In conclusion , Mr. Hynes expressed the 
hope that everybody, one and all, would 
have an enjoyable time at the Fleadh. 

As the tension of the day's competitions 
wore away every corner of Cecil Sharpe 
House resounded to the sound of Irish 
music at its very best. The atmosphere is 
still very much alive in my mind and I am 
looking forward with keen anticipation to 
similar future events. It was certainly a 
day to remember! . 

Yours faithfully, 

Kate Kenny (Miss) 



THE STORY OF COMHALTAS 
This article by JOHN HYNES , Chairman of the Counc i l of Bri tai n , was fi rst published in England last year 

IT is an indisputable fact of history that music flourished in Ireland from 
. very early times, as may be learned from visiting chroniclers-some 
.of them hostile to Ireland-who marvelled at its beauty, variety, and its 
influence on the people, an influence indeed, that the English were quick 
to realise, for, as early as 16th and 17th centuries harpers, poets , and 
pipers were frequently outlawed and imprisoned. 

Although much has been lost, and some 
st ill remains to be collected , yet, experts 
say, Ireland possesses the richest heritage 
of folk music of any country ' in the wor ld 
a.nd we , whose lives have been enriched 
by that inheritance, are indebted to all 
those who, through their devotion, and de­
spite famine, poverty and persecution , 
cherished and saved for us, our music and 
song , which among out many cultural 
possessions, hold a high place, as hall­
marks of our distinct and separate nation­
hood. 

CO, WESTMEATH 
Down the centuries Co. Westmeath was 

rich in traditional music and famous mu­
sicians, and of the many festivals which 
were held annually in different parts of the 
county, the Midland feis or Feis Lar na 
hEireann first held in Mullingar in 1904 was 
the most important, and it was at this event 
in 1950 that some members of the Dublin 
pipers' club met and discussed with the 
local feis committee the idea of forming 
a nation-wide organisation of Irish musi­
cians and music lovers. 

COMHARTHA NUA 

Comhaltas is offering a prize of £50 for 
a s dtable and easily recognisable symbol 
for the organisation . For full details write 
to the P.R.O., T. P. 0 Diomasaigh , Bun­
clody, Co. Wexford (phone 56). 

gradually by others on various instruments 
until a band of over a dozen would de· 
light the crowd far into the night. 

An all-Ireland Fleadh is unique as a 
cultural event and its appeal to a com-
plete cross-sect ion of the Irish people is 
without rival, drawing attendances of 
70 ,000 to 100,000, yet for some unknown 
reason , it is almost boycotted, if not treated 
with hostil ity, by the national daily Press 
and television , and to find Fleadh results 
it is necessary to delve through pages of 
dog racing , horse racing, golf, rugby , 
soccer, oyster festivals , etc., in order to 
find them, while prominence is given to 
pictures of some grotesque beatniks from 
the hordes which have marred the enjoy' 
ment of a couple of Fleadhanna. In pass­
ing one wonders would they be allowed at 
Leopardstown 0r Dublin j-iorse Show or 
its approaches? 
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begun and ended with Percy French and 
the music-hall dross of the twenties with, 
of course , the guitar, the mike and much 
abused Aran jersey, and they offer no 
serious challenge to the work of C.C.E. 

On the credit side, as well as grown-ups 
youthful entrants are increasing in num­
bers, and displaying a mature musical 
skill and knowledge. 

COMHAL TAS IN BRITAIN 
There are active branches in Glasgow, 

Liverpool , Manchester, SI. Helens, Bir­
mingham , and two in London; Fulham, 
which holds music sessions at Greyhound 
Fulham Palace Road, and South London 
Branch at the Spread Eagle, Wandsworth , 
on alternate Tuesday nights. 

The founders and workers in C.C.E. can 
look with pride on the fruits of their labour 
so far, and with hope to the future. 

They have helped to put Irish music on 
the road back to its rightful place in the 
cultural life of Ireland. 

As Thomas Davis said: " No enemy 
speaks slightingly of Irish music, and no 
friend need fear to boast of it. It is without 
a rival." 

COMPLAINT! 

Many people have complained that they 
cannot obtain copies of " Treoir"-the 
Editor is amazed! Branch Secretaries 
please note (not that the Editor is amazed 
but that many people have complained 
that they cannot obtain copies of "Treoir" 
-the Editor is amazed!) . 
1111 11111/ 11[ 111 III III III III 111111 III III 11 1111 III III III IllmIl$Hl$Ill*I1t.lt 

CEIRNINI AN CHOMHALTAIS 
Copies of " The Rambles of Kitty," which 

has already sold 1,500, are still available. 
"Seoda Cheoil," tlie latest Comhaltas 

As a result of those and later discussions 
Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann was founded , 
with certain specific aims: (1) to promote 
Irish traditional music in all its forms, (2) 
to restore the playing of the harp and 
uilleann pipes in the national life of Ireland 
(3) to create a closer bond among all 
lovers of Irish music, (4) to co-operate 
with all bodies working for the restoration 
of Irish music, (5) to establish branches 
throughout the country and abroad to 
achieve the foregoing aims and objects. 

Although it was . inevitable that many 
ballad groups would mushroom up on the 
soil prepared for them and even become record and the first of a series, is now in 
wealthy , their musical world seems to have general circulation. 
_______ • •• • •••••••••• •• • ••• I I 

Prominent amongst those founders were 
Leo Rowsome, world famous piper, pipe 
maker and music teacher; William Rey­
nolds, piper, pipes teacher and adjudica­
tor; and Cait Bean W. Muineachain, who 
became the first chairman of C.C.E. , 1951 , 
and the first Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann 
was held that year in Mullingar. 

AN FLEADH CHEOIL 
To those who have never visited a Fleadh 

-it is an all Ireland and overseas compe­
tition for Irish music in juvenile, junior, , 
and senior sections in pipes, flute, fiddle, \ 
accordion, concert in a, etc., duets, trios, r 
ceili bands, ballads in Irish and English, 
men's and women 's section, all of which ~ 
are followed with rapt attention by keen 
and critical audiences. Adjudicators are 
drawn from a panel approved by the cen­
tral executive. 

C.C.E. spread to every county , to New 
York, London , other cities, and competi­
tors from Britain and U.S., including some 
born overseas, have won many first and 
second places in some of the principal 
contests. 

/ 

SLAINTE 

But a Fleadh, as well as being a com­
petition , is a festival of Irish music and 
song - a hosting and social reunion of 
singers , musicians and their followers 
from at home and abroad, who meet in a 
friendly and congenial atmosphere, ex­
change tunes, hold discussions, or com· 
pare styles of present day players with the 
great ones who have passed on, culmina· 
ting In the grand impromptu music ses-
sions in the streets , as a couple of fiddlers Labhras 0 Murchu agus Una Ni Ronaln tanHs posadh dolbh I gCm JIJIh'alle 
and perhaps a flute , start off t to be joined - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • .. , • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• •• 
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They Really Love 
Irish Music 

The musicians poured forth the ir souls 
in unm istakable traditional style ; the sin­
gers beamed with delight as their sean­
nos contributions were warmly received; 
the de.ncers in graceful yet spirited mood 
Qlided the ir way through the " Cor Seisear 
D88g" a'1 d " Caidhp and Chuil Aird ," while 
others ch atted in the corners alternating 
the Irish and English languages and re­
c ry/ling happy and humourous events at 
PC'.st Fleadhanna. It was a typical Comhal­
tas gathering , and might well have been 
t he Pipers ' Club, the " Hollybrook" or some 
other such session here at home. 

It was, in fact , the 2nd A'lnual Dinner 
o f the Liverpool Branch which was held 
in tha Strand Hotel , Liverpool , recently , 
and the National Pres ident , Labhras 0 
Murchu. with the N"t ion C' 1 Secretary , John 
Keenan . who attended the function , have 
Ii? uded it end spoken of the " wonderful 
Liverpool branch " on many occasions 
since their return home. 

GUEST ARTlSTES 
Brendan McGlinchey (fiddle). Catha I 

McConnell (flute and tin whistle). Liam 
Farrell (ban!o). and Raymond Roland 
(button accordeon) were the guest art is­
tes at the function , and with the strong 
Northern representation much favourable 
comment was heard of the "Northern 
style," while Raymond kept the flag flying 
for the West. 

In between the Ceili dances, visitors 
such as Anne Willoughby danced their 
way into the hearts of the friendly gather­
ing. Songs were rendered by Sile Lennon 
(formerly Sile Ni Fhlaitheartaigh), Florrie 
Brennan, Mary Andrew (Secretary of the 
branch) and Cathal McConnell , all of 
which added to the enjoyment of this great 
function . 

The Liverpool Ceil i Band, with their 
" First Lady" and charming personality, Kit 
Hodge, thrilled the 150 guests in their 
own inimitable fashion and motivated the 
toe-tapping to exuberance. It was Sean 
Haverty I heard to remark during the Oir­
eachtas duets: "It is a pity we haven't ten 
more like Kit Hodge in Comhaltas ." And 
someone else said of the Liverpool mem­
bers that " they were gracious in both vic­
tory or defeat" because for them there is 
no such thing as defeat-they love Irish 
music and live for it. 

CATHAL McCONNELL 
Mention must be made of an amusing 

incident which happened to Cathal Mc­
Connell. It would appear that some time 
over the week-end in Liverpool whilst 
boarding a Public Transport Bus, he 
dropped one of his tin whistles which was 
run over by a car following the bus. How­
ever, undaunted, Cathal jumped from the 
still moving bus, at the risk of life and 
limb, to retrieve the injured whistle . Any­
one else would have given the whistle up 
for lost, but not Cathal , who retrieved the 
battered instrument and with the aid of a 
Guinness bottle he rendered it serviceable 
again , or as he claimed "better than ever" 

I have wandered just a little from the 
Liverpool function, and I hope I haven 't 
been missed by the Chairman, George Mc­
Grath, who extended a cead mile failte to 
all who attended and thanked them for 
their support. 

The Secretary of this thriving branch is 
Merseysider Mary McAndrew, who created 
a wonderful impression when she spoke at 
this year 's Congress, so much so that from 
one admirer she earned the title of "best 
speaker of the week-end ." At the Dinner, 

PAUL DAVIES 
The name of -Paul Davies of Coventry, 

Eng land , has appeared on the prize-win­
ners ' lists of Fleadhanna in counties Sligo, 
Leitrim and Offaly for 1 968. It is not un-

' ........................ . 

when Mary was not engaged making 
people feel at home, she was operating 
the candid camera and some of the results 
appear in this edit ion. 

Sean Murphy. an accomplished music­
ian , who hails originally from Wexford, 
held the reins and was a first-class and 
informative Fear a' Ti, and pity the stragg­
ler who even coughed out of turn . And I 
have been asked by the C.E.C. guests to 
thank Sean MacNamara for the V.I.P. 
treatment which he gave them by keeping 
their feet dry in the Merseyside shower 
and providing a guided tour of Liverpool , 
including a visit to a Bank! 

Rather than even attempt to bring these 
notes to a literary conclusion , suffice to 
say that much will be written of Comhaltas 
in England during the coming months as 
the bond of friendship between the or­
ganisation there and at home grows much 
stronger. 

- " FEAR FAIRE" 

usual for some of our prize-winning artistes 
to have addresses overseas, for our exiles 
have always maintained close cultural ties 
with the homeland. But Paul Davies is no 
exile, nor indeed has he any ancestral ties 
with Ireland. His interest in Ireland was 
never more than a passing interest until in 
1964 he heard his first session in a Coven­
try pub, where the Irish were accustomed 
to gather. Paul was an accomplished 
mouth-organ ist then whose tastes varied 
from classical music to jazz, but once he 
became acquainted with Irish music he 
determined to master it. 

He plays the mouth'organ and tin whistle 
expert iy and he is fast becoming adept at 
the concert flute and concertina. He has 
visited Ireland each summer since 1965 
~nd he is a fam iliar figure by now, espe­
cie.lly in West Clare. He likes Clare be­
cause of the abundance of concertina 
players in the county and because he likes 
to hear Willie Clancy play the pipes. 

During the Summer of 1968 he travelled 
around Clare, Galway, Sligo, Leitrim. Of­
fa ly, Tipperary and Clare again. He stayed 
with Martin Talty in Miltown Malbay and 
with Peadar Quealy in Cooraclare. He met 
another excellent mouth-organist in the 
person of Tommy Gorman and he picked 
up many new tunes , plus a bamboo flute 
from Patrick Kelly in Cree. He spent some 
time with well known accordeonist Joe 
Burke of Loughrea, and he also stayed in 
the viCinity of Banagher for about a week. 
While in Banagher he met Comhaltas man 
Padraig 0 Dufaigh of Birr, and through him 
he became acquainted with mouth-organist 
Billy Dowling and the Hackett family of 
Tullamore , with Tommy Pey of Birr, Sea­
mus Egan and Syl Donald of Cloughan 
and Peter Sheridan of Borris-in-Ossory. 
Paul was particularly pleased to meet 
Padraig 0 Dufaigh, who promised to sup­
ply him with advance notice of all Flead­
hanna for 1969. With this information he 
will plan his now annual visit to the 
Emerald Isle so that he can visit every 
Fleadh and, if possible, meet every musi­
cian , for it is Paul's ambition to meet them 
all and learn all he can from them. 
11111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11 111111111 

HELD OVER 
Though " Treoir" has been increased to 

12 pages for this issue, it still did not pro­
vide us with enough space to include all 
we would wish to, and a few interesting 
items had to be held over to the next issue 
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(Submitted by Bro. J . C. Forristat) 



RAMBLING Rambling Rambling 
I'LL open my rambling session this time on a cheerful note by wishing 

Diarmaid 0 Cathain , Reachtaire na Mumhan, and Phil Conway, who 
were married recently in Lixnaw, every good wish agus fad sao!. 

The happy couple spent their honeymoon 
in London wher Diarmaid contacted the 
branches of Comhaltas and helped to form 
some new branches! At the wedding re­
ception in the Manhattan Hotel. Tralee , 
the guests were treated to rare old Kerry 
2.ccordeon playing from three members of 
the 0 Cathain family, Willie O'Reilly and 
Anne Sheehy, and there was a plentiful 
supply of " Kerry Sets." Go maire sibh . 

While down Lixnaw way I must pay 
a tribute to the Lixnaw branch of 
Comhaltas on their wonderful Fe is 
Cheoil. One of the most impressive 
items to emerge from the event was 
undoubtedly the Paddy O'Brien I 
Seamas Connol'y duet and the indica­
tions are that this will be a lasting 
combination . Seamas is hop ing that 
he will move house from Belfast to 
Killaloe in the near future. 
Agus sceal 0 Craobh Cheanntolrc:­
HAr scath a chelle _ _ . __ Creldeann 

. __ . . ~ '. ": . : . '_: .',:, : .. .' ' •• ~ , __ •• _. ' _' • .!.~ 1 ' 

Craobh Cheanntoirc sa t-sean-fhocal 
agus I rlth an tSamhraldh bhl sco­
ralocht agus Ceili Mor agalnn i gcolr 
" Cork Disabled Children's Year." 
Thugamar £86 doibh chun cabhru leo 

Sean 0 Sioradaln a bhualdh duals (Piano) 
ag Fleadh Cheoll Ui bhFhalle 

an " Sheltered Workshop" do thogail. 
Cheana feln bhl scoraiocht againn 
chun cabhru leis na "Senior Citizens" 
airgead do dheanamh I gcolr Slamsa 
da gculd feln. Comhaltas is as much 
a " parish" group in Kanturk as any 
other group. We think this Is as It 
should be_ 

Bill O'Sullivan of Knocknacolon, Kan­
turk , and Kathleen Keane of Bandon 
were married on July 30. Both were 
formerly of Ballydesmond. Ballydes­
mond and Kanturk branches of Com­
haltas went in 'Haste to the Wedding' 
but were in no haste to get home. At 
a scoraiocht in the Edel Quinn Hall , 
Kanturk Branch made a presentat ion 
to Mr. and Mrs. O'Sullivan, and the 
Ballydesmond Branch presented a 
beautiful iced cake i gcoir an tae . 
Feile Cheoil Cheanntoirc - 22u, 23u, 
24u la de Mhi na Samhna. Cuirm 
Cheoil De hAoine; Scoraiocht oiche 
Shathairn ; Comortaisi agus Ceile De 
Domhnaigh ." Well , there it is word 
for word agus ma 's rud e go bhfuil 
breag ann ni mise a cheap e! 

And word has come via satellite that * 
the National President visited liver­
pool , London, Manchester, and Ber­
mingham and addressed publicity 
functions organised by Bard Failte to 
attract more tourists to cultural events 

Very Rev . Dean Breen said the whole­
hearted support of the clergy would 
be forthcoming and , referring to 
isolated incidents being magnified out 
of all proportions at past Fleadhanna, 
he said : " When dog bites man this is 
not news, but when man bites dog . " 
He suggested that the Cashel people 
should ensure that reporters would 
be shown the cultural aspects of the 
event and be asked to report on them . 
Rev. Fr. Lambe, C.C., President of past 
Fleadhanna in the town , said he felt 
sure th at Cashel would be well able 
to handle the event and said that 
there was a hard core of first-classs 
organisers in the town . 
The following officers were elected: 
Presidents: Very Rev. Dean Breen , 
P.P., V.G ., and Very Rev. Dean Wolfe. 
Vice-Presidents: Rev. Fr. Bacon , Rev. 
Fr. Lambe, Rev. Fr. T. Ryan , and Rev. 
Fr. M. Ryan. Chairman , Peadar 0 
Carruin ; Vice-Chairman , Maitiu 0 
Meachair; Runai , Una Ni Mhurchu; 
Treasurer, Padraig 0 Laoire; Asst. 
Secretary, Sean 0 Duibhir; Auditor, 
Seamas 0 Fogartaigh. 
Looking through the columns of one 
newspaper recently I learned that 
25,000 unbreakable glasses were be-
ing imported for a particular Dublin 
Festival because of the number of 
breakages in previous years. I won­
der is this a record! The point I 
would like to make is why do we read 
of breakages at Fleadhanna and not 
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by such stalwarts as Leo Rowsome 
and John Joe Gardiner provided one 
of the greatest sessions of music 
heard in Mullingar since the foundation 
of the organisation there in 1951 . Full 
marks to the tireless organiser, Mrs. 
Mullally. * The " Fleadh 'ndhiadh na Fleidhe" held 
recently in Birr was as outstanding a 
success as the Fleadh proper. The 
Social. conceived with the idea of 
bringing the prizewinners, adjudica­
tors, and organisers togethEr in an 
in formal atmosphere, packed the spa­
cious County AI"ms Hotel , and with 
th e new Reachta ire Laighean , Brean­
dan Mac Eachra in , paying his first 
offici l1 1 visit to Birr , lending a hand at 
the p:8no the music flowed out in 
torrents until the small hours. The 
members of this thriving branch don't 
believe in rest ing on their oars. The 
following Sunday night they held their 
11 th Annual Ceili in the Marian Hall , 
which was :1lso velY successful , and 
are planning a big Concert and Ca­
baret Show for the same venue on 
Sunday, November 24th 

* Alfie Murphy, Liverpool , has certainly 
learned that it pays to advertise. AI­
fie's child re n played the warpipes 
and they were also interested in 
learning the Uileann Pipes. They ad­
vertised in the " Ireland's Own" asking 
anyone who had a set of pipes for 
sale to contact them, and after a short 
time the postman arrived at the door 
with a most pleasant surprise. Michael 
Byrne of Preston (an old musician) 

John & Nlcholas Murphy and Phlflp Cayne 

had read the plea in the "I reland 's 
Own" and sent, free of charge, a set 
of pipes and O'Neill's Collection . Alfie , 
his wife, Eilis, and family live at 33 
Garmoyle Road, Liverpool L 15, 3HM, 
and I am told the lads are making 
great progress" They are all staunch 
supporters of An Comhaltas in liver­
pool. 

in Ireland . He was accompanied by 
Lean 0 Clumhain (Gael Linn), who 
provided displays of records and the 
film " Flea Cheoil " was shown on each 
occasion . While in England the Pre­
sident contacted Comhaltas members 
and discussed many organisation 
matters with them. He has been in- * 
vited to Glasgow early in the New 
Year. 

* The first of the Provincial week-end 
Seminars was held in the Creighton 
Hotel , Clones, on the 2nd and 3rd of 
November, and more details of this 
Ulster get·together will be published at other festivals. At the Festival 

mentioned we were never told of the 
breakages in the past until the im- * 
ported consignment was reported on. 

in the next ed ition. 
And a visit to Clones without a call to 
Mairtin MacCaba, the Ulster Secre-

" Ask not what the Fleadh Cheoll can 
do for Cashel, but what Cashel can 
do for the Fleadh"-this comment by 
Fr_ Bacon, C.C., when he spoke at a 
Public Meeting In the town In connec· 
tion with next year's Fleadh Cheoll 
summed up the enthusiasm at the 
meeting. 

Where did they all come from? That 's 
the question that was on everybody's 
lips when almost 250 patrons sat 
down to the first ever Leinster Pro­
vincial Council Dinner in the Greville 
Arms Hotel, Mullingar, on Saturday, 
October 12th. But we weren 't long 
about finding out, because when the 
meal was over musicians from almost 
every county in the province virtually 
filled the huge ballroom floor, and led 

tary, would be unthinkable. When you 
lift the latch and walk in you are likely 
to be greeted with something like this : 
" Do you know of any manuscripts or 
books that I could lay my hands on 
for the new Comhaltas Library?" Mair­
tin is in charge of this operation and 
is doing great work; he has made an 
appeal to members to be on the "look 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Forty Years Ago 
(From "Cork Examiner " 1928) 

Entertainment in Macroom 

Trio Of Irish Champions 

Under the auspices of the Gaelic League 
a very attractiv8 entertainment was given 
in the Town Hall, Macroom, on Tuesday 
night, the renowned exponents of tradi­
tional Irish music, Seamus O'Mahony 
(Mitchelstown), champion violinist ; Leo 
Rowsome (Dublin) , champion Uileann 
Pipes; and Cornelius Cronin (Cork). cham­
pion War Pipes, Flute and Piccolo , featur­
ing the bill. 

The performance of this talented trio of 
musicians, both in solo work and orchestra 
tion , was truly delightful. In combination 
the music of the violin, the Uileann Pipes 

, and the piccolo is a wonderful blend of 
.. tone colour, and the work of the musicians 
is Iljastel"ful both in technique and inter­
pretation. Their selections cover some 
charming Irish airs and melodies, and the 
beau ty of th.e music is made exquisitively 
apparent by the great sympathy , and the 
still greater art of the players. It was a 
wonde rful feast of music and the privilege 
of hearing those Irish champions, whose 
fame is likely . to soar to great heights , was 
missed by too many. The musical side of 
the entertainment was interspersed· by 
songs contributed by Miss E. Sheehan , 
Miss C. Sheehan, and Miss J . Sheehan , 
Ball ingeary, and Mr. R. Browne, Macroom , 
a recent winner at the Father Matthew Feis 

DUTY TO MUSIC 
Mr. T . Mullins, T.D ., in a short address, 

said that words could not adequately con­
vey his sense of appreciation of the won­
derful treat they had enjoyed that evening 
fro m a band of the most talented music­
Ians. Speakers might paint word pictures 
of their duty towards the Irish language 
and Irish industry , but here was a duty 
that lay plainly before them, and after that 
night's entertainment he thought it should 
be a labour of love with them; that duty 
was to foster the music and songs of their 
native land. The three young musicians 
they had heard that night would help to 
drive home the glory and the magnificence 
of Irish music to their minds. Of the mu­
sic ians themselves he should say th at 
when their talents became known they 
wou ld be famou s not alone in their own 
country but th e wor ld over. Musical skill 
and insight such as theirs was a providen­
tia l g ift , and he was pleased that they were 
devoting those talents of theirs to the pro­
pagation of Iri sll music . They could stand 
before any band of musicians in the world 
and thoGe who had been given the oppo r­
tunity of hearlllg them that night wou ld 
never forget their good fortune. 

It would be well to realise that Irish 
traditional music was in danger of 
death. 
They were often reminded of the neces­

sity of saving the Irish language and Irish 
industries, but they seldom heard of the 
duty that devolved Oil them to save the 
music of Ireland for the spirit of love and 
devotion that breathed through it. Whit'e 
men could be got to keep Irish music in 
its proper place and wh ile men and women 
could be got to appreciate ifs power and 
beauty , Ireland would benefit, and the 
people would benefit from it. He was sure 
they . appreciated the treat they had had 
tilat nigllt. They had been given a chance 
of getting nearer to heaven. That , at least 
was the impression h·e had received fro~ 
l istening to the glorious music that those 
three musicians had captivated them wit'h 
tllat night. 

Seo Gearoid 0 Conchubhair, Dundealgaln, 
ata ag foghlulm cheoll 6 a mhathair. Ta 
se ag baint chlu agus cai! amach d6 fein 
mar bheidhlead6ir agus is rlnce6ir e freisin 

le Scoil Maitiu 

AN ROD SEO ROMHAINN 
(Continued from Page 1) 

a mot ion from the Dromod Branch asking 
" that the All Ireland Fleadh be discontin­
ued in its present form" was withdrawn. 

A motion from the Leach Sna Branch 
asking " that competitions at Provincial 
Fleadhanna be confined to competitors 
who have gained a 1 st, 2nd or 3rd prize at 
a County Fleadh within the Province in the 
current or previous year" was carried . 

Al l matters dealing with the new Co m­
haltas scheme (aided by a Government 
grant) were referred to C.E.C. and Con­
gress overwhelmingly endorsed the Execu­
tive pol icy ,to date. 

RAMBLING 
( Continued from Page 11) 

out " and raport back. So let us air 
help in this very important project and 
ensure that a full collection of appro­
priate material will be available to all 
those who are interested· in the work 
of Comhaltas. 

;k The 1969 Fleadh Cheoi! no Mumhan 
will be held in Dungarvan on the 10th 
and 11th May_ * The Munster week-end Seminar has 
been provlsionaHy fix~d for the 29th 
and 30th November. 

~k Peter was adjudicating the Ballad 
Competition at a Fleadh Cheoil and 
one of his competitors sang an Irish 
and an English song (which , of course 
is not in order). Peter disqualified 
her. The young lady's mother prompt­
ly arose from the seat she occupied 
at the back of the hall and had words 
with our Peter, who listened solemnly 
and then said : " Mam, when you walk 
in the rain with only one shoe on you 
are bound to get wet: ' * I like to hear " Tannhauser" on a fine 
orchestral band, 
Or to list to Paderewski when he's 
playing on a grand. 
But there 's something more enchant­
ing to the heart that's Irish born­
It's to hear ould Tim MacCarthy play 
" The Hare Among the Corn ." 
I like to hear a symphony, a rhapsody, 
or blues; 
I I ike to hear a country song or opera , 
If I choose . 
But for downright satisfaction for a 
fellow hard to please, 
I think I'd swop the whole darn lot for 
Rowsome 's " Bunch of Keys." 
(Mr. Anon. and the late Thomas Brazil) 
If any of our readers have a poetic 
turn of mind and would like to pen a 
few llIles for us we would be delighted 
to hear from them. * Did you know that the Kincora Ceili 
Band was organised and founded in 
Clontarf, Dublin , in March, 1937, by 
Kathleen Harrington. 
The Tulla Ceili Band was founded in 
1946 by Teresa Tubridy with the ob­
ject of competing at the first Feile 
Luimni. They won first prize. * Having looked at the past, the present 
and the future , I now must ramble on . 
I will not meet you all again until the 
New Year, le Cunnamh De, and idir an 
da linn. Nollaig faoi shean is faoi 
mhaise dibhnuilig . 
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